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HEALTH RESOURCES AND SERVICES ADMISTRATION

ANA Member appointed HRSA Administrator

On February 20, 2009, ANA member Dr. Mary Wakefield, PhD, RN FAAN was appointed administrator of the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA).  Dr Wakefield is widely acknowledged as an expert on rural health and nursing workforce issues, and has extensive knowledge of the health care system and policymaking process.  As HRSA Administrator, Dr Wakefield will lead the agency in improving access to health care services for people who are uninsured, isolated, or medically vulnerable.  Dr. Wakefield, a longstanding ANA member, was most recently the Associate Dean for Rural Health at the University ofNorth Dakota School of Medicine and Health Sciences, where she was a tenured professor and Director for the Center for Rural Health.  She has distinguished herself as a dedicated nurse, educator and leader within the nursing profession, as well as the health care public policy arena.  She has demonstrated that she can serve as a dynamic catalyst for change in the local, state, and national level.  As HRSA Administrator, Dr. Wakefield will lead the agency in improving access to health care services for people who are uninsured, isolated, or medically vulnerable.  
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MEDICAID APRN ACCESS BILL REINTRODUCED IN SENATE

On January 6, 2009, Senator Daniel Inouye (D-HI), reintroduced the Medicaid Advanced Practice Nurses and Physician Assistants Access Act of 2009 (S. 63. This ANA-endorsed legislation would remove barriers that keep advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) from participating fully in state Medicaid Programs.  Current law requires fee for service Medicaid to recognize pediatric and family nurse practitioners, and certified nurse midwives.  The Medicaid APN and PA Access Act would change this law to require Medicaid fee for service plans to recognize all nurse practitioners, clinical nurse specialists, certified nurse midwives, and physician assistants.  APRNs frequently accept patients that others will not treat and serve in provider shortage areas.  The ANA maintains that S. 63 will improve the Medicaid Program by expanding access to Medicaid beneficiaries to cost-effective health care services.
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